Minutes for 11/5/25 Parks and Natural Resources Committee
South Suburban Park and Recreation Professionals Association
Hickory Hills Park District – Krueger Park Recreation Center, 9100 S. 88th Avenue

Meeting began at approximately 10:00am with introductions of 10 individuals in attendance;
· Chris Finn; Bolingbrook PD
· Ryan Veldman; Tinley Park PD
· Patrick Lemar; Midlothian PD
· Ed Reidy; Frankfort Square PD
· Zachary Ingalls; Hickory Hills PD
· [bookmark: _Hlk213839768]Joe Galloy; Bourbonnais Township PD
· Percy Dean; Bourbonnais Township PD
· Adam Wrona; Lockport Township PD
· Joe Loburgio; Lemont PD

Members started with introductions and an overview of the agenda was presented by Chris.

Equipment: Gas v Electric Powered and Autonomous Units were the days topic (switched from December due to vendor conflict)

Electric
· Trimmers, blowers, and snowblowers were used by some
· Big difference in power from gas to electricity (reduced power and life)
· Some batteries are very large and most pretty expensive. Compared to lesser cost of actual unit 
· Pole saws were discussed as well likes and versatile as well as topping/pruning saw. Most saws would not be expected to take entire tree start to finish
· Different brands used were discussed including Stihl, Ego, Toro, Milwaukee, Dewalt, Kress
· Large duty tools have come along way including hammer drill and back pack vacs

Vehicles
· Electric vehicles were discussed including previous ComEd incentives and grants for chargers
· There are some possibilities to make revenue based on time allotment of the chargers. Many incentives have lessened or gone away

Autonomous
· Mowers and painters were discussed
· Mowing included use at Lockport driving range where little units mow while the range is open
· Wright mowers were discussed and liked by some. 
· Some use Turf Tank, some use Tiny Robot with likes and dislikes of each. Paint quantity and cost was discussed
· Larger mowers work well in large parks or sports complexes. Still some hesitancy with regard to safety and application in parks with amenities, trees, etc. does not seem ideal

Round Table
· Some agencies have had many issues with Toro lately. 
· Plant growth inhibitors are being used with success on fencelines and painted athletic lines
· Ventrac machine was discussed
· Biosolids were discussed 
· Blow in playground safety surfacing vendors were discussed

Meeting adjourned at approximately 11:40 am. 

Next Meeting December 3 at Tinley Park-Park District with a presentation by Musco and Topic discussion on Grants

Submitted by Ryan Veldman 12/5/25.
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