Minutes for 10/1/25 Parks and Natural Resources Committee
South Suburban Park and Recreation Professionals Association
New Lenox Park District – Wintrust Crossroads Sports Complex, 520 Cedar Crossings Drive

Meeting began at approximately 10:00am with introductions of 8 individuals in attendance;
· Chris Finn; Bolingbrook PD
· Ryan Veldman; Tinley Park PD
· Gary Wilde; New Lenox PD
· Chad Hofstra; Tinley Park PD
· Zachary Ingalls; Hickory Hills PD
· Patrick Lemar; Midlothian PD
· Joe Galloy; Bourbonnais Township PD
· Jarod Knight; Bourbonnais Township PD

Members started with introductions and an overview of the agenda was presented by Chris 

Trails & Park Signs, and Amenities were the days topic

Trail/Park Signs
· Plastic vs Metal signs were discussed- likes vs dislikes. Versatility, vandalism
· What are agencies doing to match signs
· Add QR codes and make custom to your application and need
· Wayfinding signs are popular. One idea was to use street signs, metal with wood post, plastic with plastic posts
· Park name signs- many have or going to plastic.
· Plastic warps a lot in the sun/heat. Large need 2 posts
· Vendors mentioned are Lake County Signs in WI or Max-R for plastic. Fast Signs, Van Bruggen custom

Amenities
· Park Benches were discussed (as well as memorial bench programs)
· Plastic vs metal benches- Both plus/minus- Plastic discolors and can scratch. Graffiti washes easily. Metal finish must be good or repaint
· Manufacturers including Barco and DuMor. Wabash Valley?
· Some agencies have concrete pads. Some do in-house, so contract. Cost is factor 
· Aluminum tables were discussed including picnic tables

Round Table
· Benefits for FT and PT staff. Hourly vs salary and comp time and flex time were discussed. 
· Vacation, sick, personal days. How much and when
· AEDs in parks were discussed- pros and cons/ issues. 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 11:35 am. With New Lenox providing a tour of the Wintrust Crossroads Sports Complex of New Lenox

Next Meeting November 5 at the Hickory Hills Park District with a presentation by Musco and Topic discussion on Grants

Submitted by Ryan Veldman 10/8/25.
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